[image: image3.jpg]Essex\Works.

For a better quality of life






 25th January 2011
Dear Voluntary and Community Sector colleagues,
Big Society ‘Call for Ideas’  
Essex County Council wants to unlock the potential for communities being more closely involved in the running of public services, and is committed to working in partnership with the Voluntary and Community Sector. We recognise, however, that it has not always been easy for voluntary and community organisations to make their voice heard and to influence the way we work.
I’d therefore like to invite you to send us, using the one-page form attached, any ideas or proposals you may have as to how you think ECC can work better with the Voluntary and Community Sector to deliver services to our residents. Your proposal will be given consideration by a panel of Cabinet Members and senior officers, and the council is committed to responding within one calendar month of receipt of the form. There is no fixed deadline for submissions.  
We welcome all ideas and proposals. These could include:

· new ways of delivering services;

· different use of assets, such as buildings;

· opportunities for partnership working and co-production;

· new ways of involving communities in council decisions.

You may even wish to simply share your thoughts about how we as a council can work better. Proposals in the area of prevention and early intervention are especially welcome. 

I hope that you will help us by submitting any ideas you may have. Please submit your form, as well as any enquiries, via email to voluntarysectorunit@essex.gov.uk, or to the Voluntary Sector Unit (D103) at County Hall, Chelmsford, CM1 1QH.

Yours sincerely
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Peter Martin

Leader of the Council

Big Society ‘Call for Ideas’ form 
	Your name:

	Name and address of organisation:

 

	Your position within the organisation:

	Email address:

	Telephone number:

	Under what area of ECC activity does your proposal fall? (e.g. adult social care; children’s services; arts and heritage):

	Have you previously discussed your ideas with anyone (officer or member) at ECC before? If yes, please give details:

	Date:

	Reference (ECC use only):


	Your proposal: 

Please help us to assess your proposal by providing as much information as possible, although please limit this to one page of A4. This might include: anticipated impact or outcomes and the target beneficiaries of your proposal; any anticipated costs or associated savings; timescales; any experience you or your organisation has that is relevant.


ECC commits to review and respond to your proposal within one calendar month. It will do so without prejudice, and any action taken in response to submissions will be subject to ECC’s current policy framework.  Please send your completed form and any queries to voluntarysectorunit@essex.gov.uk.
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